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May 11, 2018 

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next meeting:  none  

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or 

projects in progress:   

 

Blight Removal – 207 Halstead 

DPS Director Chad Tyrakowski reports that Merrill 

excavating completed the demolition of 207 Halstead 

this week.  Top soil and seeding will be completed 

today if weather cooperates. 

 

Spring Preparations – Parks & Cemetery 

Water was turned on for the season at Rotary Park, 

Walter Ward Park, and at Riverside Cemetery.  The 

cemetery was a challenge, with leaks in the main, a 

lateral, and a riser.  All have been repaired, and are in service.  Irrigation systems have not 

been turned on, due to repairs that have to be made prior.  Grub control was applied, and 

ground restoration continues.  With a second summer-help employee returning, the grounds 

crew applied fertilizer, are working the flower beds, have begun planting trees, and continue 

with leaf/brush pick-up. 

 

Water Distribution System Repairs - 

Several water repairs were made during 

the past week.  A break in the lateral, just 

off the main, at 103 Center St. was a 

challenge.  While service to 103 was not 

affected, the main was on the west side 

just inside the curb, with the lateral 

service to 104 found to not only to be 

lead, but also run under the street to the 

east.  With the help of McDonald 

Underground, we were able to replace the 

lateral without having to cut across the road.  In the process, it was 

found that a 2” main valve had been broke at some point, but 

luckily in the open position.  We will repair this at a later date.   

 



In addition, a water shut-off was replaced at 111 Sherwood, and an old water/sewer service 

from a razed house where a garage now stands at 509 W. Railroad was capped in conjunction 

with the resident’s new driveway project. 

 

Storm Follow Up 

The storms and torrential downpours that passed through the area this past week were not 

without issue.  While all of the city had continuous power, a tree came down at 430 E. 

Division, resting on the lines.  The electric crew promptly addressed the situation.  While 

crews tried to stay ahead of the storms, clearing storm-water drains, the rush of water in some 

cases quickly brought more debris into them.  Staff continues to field the several calls related 

to water in drives and basements, most of which, unfortunately, is the result of high water 

tables and topography.  The storms also caused an influx at the wastewater treatment plant, 

and lift stations, all of which handled the load as designed. 

 

SAW Grant 

The cleaning and televising of the sewer system that is being paid for through the SAW grant 

is nearing completion. The contract crew that has been assisting city crews was tied up with 

other contractual obligations this week but will soon return to complete the last sections in 

city/state roadways.  Mitch met with the SLAUA board to discuss the status of Indian Lake 

cleaning/televising, and start discussing the same for Sister Lakes. 

 

Little Free Library Dedication 

Dowagiac's first four Little Free Library locations will be 

unveiled and dedicated Saturday, May 12, 10 AM at City 

Hall.  

 

Sincerely, 
 

 

      City Manager 


